S7260

and employer engagement a centerpiece of
my agenda if confirmed. . . Our health starts
in the communities where we live, learn,
work, play, and go to school.”

Dr. Adams has said his first Surgeon Gen-
eral’s Report will focus on health and the
economy.

It makes sense for that to be his focus, be-
cause there is a remarkable consensus that
wellness—lifestyle changes like eating
healthier and quitting smoking—can prevent
serious illness and reduce health care costs.

This is important because the United
States spends about $2.6 trillion treating
chronic diseases. This accounts for more
than 84 percent of our health care costs.

$2.6 trillion treating chronic diseases, 84
percent of our health care costs.

Today, Dr. Adams will talk to us about
what local communities, businesses and
other organizations can do to encourage peo-
ple to live healthier lives, which will help re-
duce health care spending on chronic dis-
eases.

The Cleveland Clinic has said if you
achieve at least four ‘‘normal’’ measures of
good health, such as a healthy body mass
index and blood pressure, and you see a pri-
mary care physician regularly and keep im-
munizations up to date, you will avoid
chronic disease about 80 percent of the time.

At a hearing we held last month on
wellness I said that it is hard to think of a
better way to make a bigger impact on the
health of millions of Americans than to con-
nect the consensus about wellness to the
health insurance that 178 million people get
on the job.

One of our witnesses last month, Steve
Burd, talked about an employee wellness
program he implemented while CEO of
Safeway that has reduced the biological age
of employees by four years.

He said: “Given that 70 percent of health
care spending is driven by behaviors, em-
ployers can have a powerful impact on both
employee health and healthcare
costs. . .healthcare costs continued to de-
cline by 9 percent per year [at Safeway] with
no material changes to plan design.
Safeway’s health actuaries reported this con-
tinued cost reduction was due predominately
to improved health status.”

Many employers have developed similar
wellness programs to incentivize people to
make healthier choices.

These programs may reward behaviors
such as exercising, eating better or quitting
smoking, or offer employees a percentage off
their insurance premiums for doing things
like maintaining a healthy weight or keep-
ing their cholesterol levels in check.

Last month we heard that that while both
employees and employers benefit from lower
health care costs, both also can benefit in
other ways when people live healthier lives.

Michael Roizen the Chief Wellness Officer
at the Cleveland Clinic, told us, ‘“The culture
of wellness at the Cleveland Clinic has gen-
erated remarkable results that have led to
shared benefits—healthier, happier employ-
ees, as well as lower costs for their self-fund-
ed insurance program, and lower costs for
our employees and for the communities and
patients we serve.”’

In other words, a healthier workplace
translates to the greater community being
healthier.

In recent years, a growing number of orga-
nizations and communities have developed
innovative programs to incentivize individ-
uals to engage in healthy behaviors.

For example, BlueCross BlueShield of Ten-
nessee partnered with local, state, and pri-
vate organizations to fund community level
initiatives across the state, such as ‘“‘Fitness
Zones’ in Chattanooga, programs in rural
counties to promote healthy habits, and an
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interactive elementary school program to
keep kids moving.

An overall healthy community is more
economically productive—there are fewer
workplace accidents, less absenteeism, and a
higher rate of engagement.

At his confirmation hearing, Dr. Adams
also said not all national problems should
have a response from Washington, D.C.

I agree—we don’t get any smarter flying to
Washington once a week.

Dr. Adam’s motto as Surgeon General is
‘“‘better health through better partnerships,”
and I hope this committee can be one part-
ner going forward.

I look forward to hearing how community
level partnerships and engagement can lead
to healthier individuals, higher quality
health care, and lower health care costs.

————————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO DAVE DILLY

e Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor a great Ohioan, Dave
Dilly.

Dave is here in Washington this week
to fight for the pensions he and thou-
sands of Ohioans earned over a lifetime
of hard work. You may have even seen
him and his union brothers and sisters
donning the camouflage t-shirts that
have become the trademark of their
cause. Dave is a member of the United
Mine Workers of America. He has
served as the president of his own
UMWA Local 1188 in Coshocton County
and for several years has represented
his fellow miners from all over our
State and Nation to lobby for perma-
nent healthcare and retirement secu-
rity for our miners.

That is how I came to know Dave
well, through his many trips here to
stand up for these workers. This May,
the Senate passed a bill to finally give
our miners permanent healthcare. No
doubt, Dave and his fellow miners were
responsible for that victory. If we have
the same success this year in securing
their pensions, we will owe it once
again to Dave and hundreds of workers
from around the country.

Dave’s service on behalf of our min-
ers would be enough to earn him all of
our respect and gratitude, but that is
not why I rise to honor him today. His
UMWA shirt is not the first time he
has worn camo attire. Like many of
our miners, Dave is also a veteran.
This past weekend, Dave was inducted
into the Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame.

If you know Dave, it comes as no sur-
prise to learn that service runs deep in
his family. It is just who they are.
Dave had four older brothers who
served in the Korean war and inspired
him to serve.

Dave signed up for the Air Force,
where he was a weapons mechanic and
systems specialist from 1965 to 1968. He
served in Thailand and South Vietnam.
For part of Dave’s service, he was in Da
Nang, known as Rocket City, for the
number of times it was attacked during
the war.

Dave received many military honors
and carried on his service by working
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on behalf of his fellow veterans in so
many ways. He served as a veterans
service officer for Coshocton County.
He is active in local veterans organiza-
tions, including the Veterans of For-
eign Wars and the Disabled American
Veterans.

Every Memorial Day since 2000, Dave
has helped lay flags on the graves of
veterans. Right now, he is the vice
president of the Coshocton County Vet-
erans Service Commission. Dave has
helped organize and chaperone Honor
Flight trips to Washington, DC, so
other veterans can see the memorials
built in their honor.

There seems to be no limit to what
Dave will do for his fellow veterans,
fellow workers, and fellow Ohioans.

Dave, thank you for your service to
our country, to your fellow veterans,
and to our State. So many of us are
proud of you and honored to call you a
friend. Congratulations, Dave, on your
induction to the Ohio Veterans Hall of
Fame.o

———————

TRIBUTE TO LINDA SAUNDERS
PAQUETTE

e Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, this
month, I am proud to recognize Linda
Saunders Paquette, of Contoocook, as
our Granite Stater of the Month in rec-
ognition of her years of leadership and
steadfast commitment to combating
the fentanyl, heroin, and opioid crisis
in New Hampshire, which remains our
most pressing public health challenge
and threatens the health and safety of
our fellow Granite Staters.

Through her decades of service to the
people of New Hampshire, including at
the New Hampshire Department of
Health and Human Services and start-
ing in 2010 as executive director of New
Futures—a nonpartisan, nonprofit or-
ganization advocating, educating, and
collaborating in the fight against sub-
stance misuse—Linda has made an
enormous difference in the lives of
countless people and families affected
by this crisis.

During my time as Governor and now
as Senator, Linda has been a tremen-
dous partner and relentless advocate.
Thanks in part to Linda’s advocacy, we
were able to increase funding for crit-
ical prevention, treatment, and recov-
ery services in New Hampshire, extend
substance use disorder coverage to the
Medicaid Program, and pass and reau-
thorize Medicaid expansion—providing
quality, affordable health coverage to
more than 50,000 Granite Staters. As
the State legislature debated whether
to reauthorize Medicaid expansion,
Linda fought for the program at every
step along the way, calling it ‘‘the
most important tool New Hampshire
has in its fight against the opioid epi-
demic and more broadly the substance
misuse crisis we are facing in our
state.”

Linda has also strongly spoken out in
defense of the Essential Health Bene-
fits that require insurers to cover sub-
stance misuse and mental health treat-
ment, she has stood up against cuts to
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Medicaid and other programs that
Granite Staters struggling with sub-
stance use disorder rely on, and she has
worked effectively to help reduce the
stigma that has hurt our efforts to
combat this crisis for far too long.

People like Linda perfectly exemplify
New Hampshire’s all-hands-on-deck
spirit, where we roll up our sleeves and
work together to strengthen our com-
munities. Linda’s dedication to sup-
porting those struggling with sub-
stance use disorder, first responders,
and treatment providers has strength-
ened our State’s response to the sub-
stance misuse crisis, and her advocacy
will continue to help us stem and ulti-
mately reverse the tide of this epi-
demic. I join all Granite Staters in
thanking Linda for her service and con-
gratulating her on a well-deserved re-
tirement.e

——————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:57 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 2874. An act to achieve reforms to im-
prove the financial stability of the National
Flood Insurance Program, to enhance the de-
velopment of more accurate estimates of
flood risk through new technology and bet-
ter maps, to increase the role of private mar-
kets in the management of flood insurance
risks, and to provide for alternative methods
to insure against flood peril, and for other
purposes.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The President pro tempore (Mr.
HATCH) announced that on today, No-
vember 15, 2017, he has signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bill, which was pre-
viously signed by the Speaker of the
House:

H.R. 1679. An act to ensure that the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency’s cur-
rent efforts to modernize its grant manage-
ment system includes applicant accessibility
and transparency, and for other purposes.

At 5:17 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 4374. An act to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to authorize
additional emergency uses for medical prod-
ucts to reduce deaths and severity of injuries
caused by agents of war, and for other pur-
poses.

————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 2874. An act to achieve reforms to im-
prove the financial stability of the National
Flood Insurance Program, to enhance the de-
velopment of more accurate estimates of
flood risk through new technology and bet-
ter maps, to increase the role of private mar-
kets in the management of flood insurance
risks, and to provide for alternative methods
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to insure against flood peril, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-3445. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting a report on
the approved retirement of Vice Admiral
Troy M. Shoemaker, United States Navy,
and his advancement to the grade of vice ad-
miral on the retired list; to the Committee
on Armed Services.

EC-3446. A communication from the Senior
Counsel, Legal Division, Bureau of Consumer
Financial Protection, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘““Payday, Vehicle Title, and Certain High-
Cost Installment Loans” ((RIN3170-AA40)
(Docket No. CFPB-2016-0025)) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on No-
vember 13, 2017; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-3447. A communication from the Dep-
uty General Counsel for Operations, Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development,
transmitting, pursuant to law, five (b) re-
ports relative to vacancies in the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development, re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on November 13, 2017; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

EC-3448. A communication from the Con-
servation Policy Advisor, Fish and Wildlife
Service, Department of the Interior, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘2017-2018 Refuge-Specific Hunting
and Sport Fishing Regulations’” (RIN1018-
BB75) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on November 13, 2017; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

EC-3449. A communication from the Wild-
life Biologist, Fish and Wildlife Service, De-
partment of the Interior, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘““Migratory Bird Hunting; Approval of Corro-
sion-Inhibited Copper Shot as Nontoxic for
Waterfowl Hunting”’’ (RIN1018-BB06) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on November 13, 2017; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

EC-3450. A communication from the Chief
of the Branch of Listing Policy and Support,
Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the
Interior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Removing
Textual Descriptions of Critical Habitat
Boundaries for Plants on the Hawaiian Is-
lands” (RIN1018-BA80) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on November
13, 2017; to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works.

EC-3451. A communication from the En-
dangered Species Listing Branch Chief, Fish
and Wildlife Service, Department of the Inte-
rior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Endangered
Species Status for Dalea carthagenensis var.
floridana  (Florida  Prairie-clover), and
Threatened Species Status for Sideroxylon
reclinatum ssp. austrofloridense (Everglades
Bully), Digitaria pauciflora (Florida Pine-
land Crabgrass), and Chamaesyce deltoidea
SSp. pinetorum (Pineland Sandmat)”’
(RIN1018-BB48) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on November 13,
2017; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.
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EC-3452. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary for the Veterans’
Employment and Training Service, Depart-
ment of Labor, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled “HIRE Vets
Medallion Program’ (RIN1293-AA21) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on November 13, 2017; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

EC-3453. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulations Policy and Management
Staff, Food and Drug Administration, De-
partment of Health and Human Services,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘““Food Additives Permitted in
Feed and Drinking Water of Animals; Ammo-
nium Formate and Formic Acid” ((21 CFR
Part 573) (Docket No. FDA-2014-F-0988)) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on November 13, 2017; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

EC-3454. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulations Policy and Management
Staff, Food and Drug Administration, De-
partment of Health and Human Services,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“‘Listing of Color Additives
Exempt From Certification; Calcium Car-
bonate’ ((21 CFR Part 73) (Docket No. FDA-
2016-C-2767)) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on November 13,
2017; to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

EC-3455. A communication from the Fed-
eral Liaison Officer, Patent and Trademark
Office, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Setting and Adjusting Patent Fees
during Fiscal Year 2017 (RIN0651-AD02) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on November 13, 2017; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

EC-3456. A communication from the Chief,
Office of Regulation Policy and Manage-
ment, Department of Veterans Affairs, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘“Ecclesiastical Endorsing Organiza-
tions” (RIN2900-AP83) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on November
13, 2017; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

———

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petition or memorial
was laid before the Senate and was re-
ferred or ordered to lie on the table as
indicated:

POM-138. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
memorializing the importance of grid reli-
ability and fuel-secure baseload energy; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

SENATE RESOLUTION NoO. 227

Whereas, Electric generation power plants
in this Commonwealth that participate in
the wholesale electric markets strengthen
competition and enhance the resilience and
reliability of the bulk power and trans-
mission systems and are vital to the public
interest; and

Whereas, The nation’s and the Common-
wealth’s economy, environment and security
depend on a reliable, resilient electric grid
powered by an ‘‘all of the above’” mix of en-
ergy generation resources, including tradi-
tional baseload generation that is produced
from long-term fuel sources located onsite;
and

Whereas, The North American Electric Re-
liability Corporation, whose mission is to as-
sure the reliability and security of North
America’s bulk power system, in a May 2017
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